
 

Joint Industry Guidance on the supply and 
use of 0.50% - sulphur marine fuel 
A number of shipping, refining, fuel supply and standards organisations have worked together to produce 
Joint Industry Guidance on the supply and use of 0.50% - sulphur marine fuel released on 20 August 2019. 
The publication has been developed by experts from across shipping, refining, supply and testing of marine 
fuels. 

The publication is designed to provide guidance for stakeholders across the marine fuels and shipping 
industries, from fuel blenders and suppliers to end users. It presents the specific safety and operational 
issues relating to the supply and use of max. 0.50%-sulphur fuels, an overview of fuel quality principles, 
and the controls that should be put in place to ensure that safety issues are identified, prevented and/or 
mitigated. It addresses issues such as fuel compatibility, fuel stability, and fuel handling and storage, and 
contains a comprehensive review of existing operational factors that can affect safety. It does not address 
issues related to compliance with Flag State, Port State or IMO rules or guidelines, or alternative means 
of compliance (e.g. Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems), and does not include a discussion of alternative fuels 
such as liquefied natural gas, hydrogen or methanol. 

Key messages: 

 Ensure fuel quality by ensuring that blend components are suitable for bunker fuel production, with 
particular attention being given to ensure that the final product is stable. 

 Fuel suppliers and purchasers should provide adequate information to the ship concerning the fuel 
as supplied to enable ship crew to identify and manage potential safety and operational issues 
associated with certain fuel properties and characteristics. 

 Fuel characteristics are expected to vary considerably between bunkers. The ship’s crew will need 
to adopt a more proactive approach to fuel management. They will need to know the fuel 
characteristics as loaded and be able to respond to the requirements, especially in terms of on 
board temperature requirements and any commingling. 

 While compatibility between fuels from different supply sources can be a concern in today’s 
environment, assessing compatibility of 0.50%-sulphur fuels from different sources will be key. To 
the extent possible, fuel should be loaded into an empty tank. The available space for new bunkers 
to be loaded should be taken as the capacity of the empty tanks in order to avoid commingling on 
loading. 

 Ship operators and fuel suppliers should review operational practices to allow sufficient time to test 
for compatibility between existing and proposed bunker fuel delivery, especially if no “empty” 
dedicated storage tank is available on the ship. 

The publication is free and available to download from the websites of the participating organisations. 

The publication will be supported by an e-learning course to be released in October 2019. 

The aims of the e-Learning course include: 

1. To provide an understanding of MARPOL Annex VI and its potential impact on the management of 
fuels on board ships. 

2. To raise awareness of and offer solutions to potential fuel management issues. 
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Contacts: 

African Refiners Association (ARA), Lot 70 Rue des Cannas, Ilot 6 B Danga Sud, Cocody Danga – Abidjan, 
PO Box: 08 BP 2565 ABIDJAN 08 Côte d’Ivoire, T: +225 2244 6616 E: info@afrra.org Web: www.affra.org 

Concawe, Environmental Science for European Refining, Boulevard du Souverain 165, B-1160 Brussels, 
Belgium, T: +32 2 566 9160 E: info@concawe.org Web: www.concawe.eu 

Institute of Marine Engineering, Science & Technology (IMarEST), 1 Birdcage Walk, London SW1H 9JJ, 
United Kingdom, T: +44 (0)20 7382 2600 E: info@imarest.org Web: www.imarest.org 

International Association of Classification Societies (IACS), IACS Ltd, Permanent Secretariat, 4 Matthew 
Parker Street, Westminster, London SW1H 9NP, United Kingdom, T: +44 (0)20 7976 0660 E: 
permsec@iacs.org.uk Web: www.iacs.org.uk 

International Bunker Industry Association (IBIA), 2nd Floor, 35 New Broad Street, London EC2M 1NH, 
United Kingdom, T: +44 (0)20 7417 1803 E: ibia@ibia.net Web: https://ibia.net 

International Council on Combustion Engines (CIMAC e.V.), Lyoner Strasse 18, 60528 Frankfurt, Germany, 
T: +49 69 6603 1355 E: info@cimac.com Web: www.cimac.com 

International Group of P&I Clubs, 3rd floor, 78/79 Leadenhall Street, London EC3A 3DH, T: +44 20 7929 
3544 E: secretariat@internationalgroup.org.uk Web: www.igpandi.org 

IPIECA (The global oil and gas association for advancing environmental and social performance), 14th 
Floor, City Tower, 40 Basinghall Street, London EC2V 5DE, United Kingdom, T: +44 (0)20 7633 2388 E: 
info@ipieca.org Web: www.ipieca.org 

ISO/TC 28/SC 4/WG 6, www.iso.org 

Japan Petroleum Energy Center (JPEC), Head Office: Sumitomo Fudosan Shiba-Koen Tower, 11-1, 
Shibakoen 2-Chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0011, Japan, T: +81 (0)3 5402 8500 E: somu@pecj.or.jp Web: 
www.pecj.or.jp 

Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF), 29 Queen Anne’s Gate, London SW1H 9BU, United 
Kingdom, T: +44 (0)20 7654 1200 E: enquiries@ocimf.org Web: www.ocimf.org 

The Royal Institution of Naval Architects (RINA), 8–9 Northumberland Street, London WC2N 5DA, United 
Kingdom, T: +44 (0)20 7235 4622 E: hq@rina.org.uk Web: www.rina.org.uk 

 

 

About CIMAC 

CIMAC is the leading global non-profit Association of the Internal Combustion Machinery Industry 
consisting of National Member Associations and Corporate Members in 26 Countries in America, Asia and 
Europe. 

Contact 

CIMAC e.V. 
Lyoner Str. 18 
60528 Frankfurt / Main, Germany 
Phone: +49 69 6603-1355 
E-mail: info@cimac.com  
www.cimac.com 

 


